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Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7:00PM on Monday 2nd December 2019 
at Wychbold Village Hall, School Road, Wychbold, WR9 7PU 

 
 

Parish Council members as at 02/12/2019: 
Maureen Addy, Helen Ainsley-Smith, Norma Edge, Sue Howarth, Alyson Keane, 

Nora O’Leary, Jackie Walton, Doug Webb + 5 vacancies 
 

 
Minutes  
 
Present:  Councillors  Alyson Keane (Chairman)  

Doug Webb (Vice Chairman)  
Maureen Addy 
Helen Ainsley-Smith  
Norma Edge  
Sue Howarth  
Nora O’Leary  
Jackie Walton.  

 
In attendance:  County Councillor Peter Tomlinson, Ombersley division for Worcestershire 

District Councillor Laurence Smith, Dodderhill ward for Wychavon 
4 members of the public 
Locum Clerk Mrs G Lungley.  

 
215  Apologies for absence  

All members were present 
 

216  Declarations of interest  
Cllr Maureen Addy declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in agenda Item 9(d), 
minute no.222(d) as wife of the Council’s handyman. Having previously been granted 
a dispensation to May 2023 to be allowed to stay in the meeting when this matter is 
discussed, Cllr Addy did not vote on this item or sign the cheque.  

 
217  Dispensations  
 None requested 
 
218 Open session  
The meeting was adjourned for the open session and the following reports/updates were 
noted.  

a) Wychavon District Councillor  
Laurence Smith provided an update referring to: 

- With the election announced for 12/12/2019 all councils are observing ‘purdah’ and 
so his comments would be limited; 

- The Wychavon DC budget for 2020/21 had been agreed with a slight increase on last 
year (£988.04 at Band D compared to £922.37 previously); 

- Planning issues, including a reminder that the South Worcestershire Development 
Plan Preferred Options consultation is open for comments until 16/12/2019. 
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b) Worcestershire County Councillor 
Peter Tomlinson provided an update referring to: 

- 75% of the county council’s budget is spent on 3% of residents due to the costs of 
providing social care for adults and looked after children which increase year on year.  
It is hoped the council will not have to dip into reserves for the budget for 2020/21 
that is to be subject to government confirmation in February 2021. 

- The WCC Members’ update is circulated monthly and with regard to the council’s 
actions most questions received by members tend to centre on highways issues such 
as potholes and drainage. 

- As Chairman of the County Council, Peter aims to transcend party politics and works 
to promote the county and the good things within it. 
 

c) Police  
No representative was present, and no report was provided however the Chairman 

reported there had been vandalism at the Village Hall over the weekend which had 

been reported to the police and CCTV would be reviewed.  The damage had been 

repaired immediately. 

d) Public participation 

A parish resident asked about the proposed developments at Chequers Lane and at 

the Social Club. 
 

e) Correspondence 

There was no correspondence to consider.  

219  Minutes  
It was agreed to defer approval of the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
4th November 2019 to the next council meeting to be held 6th January 2020. 
 

220  Co-option of New Member  
An application for co-option to the council had been received; members adjourned 
the meeting to discuss the application in camera where it was noted there were 
points both in favour of and against co-opting the applicant.  The members returned 
to the council chamber to vote on the application. 
 

A named vote was requested: 
Those in favour of the co-option:  Cllrs Helen Ainsley-Smith, Norma Edge,  

Sue Howarth, Nora O’Leary  
Those against the co-option:  Cllrs Maureen Addy, Alyson Keane,  

Jackie Walton, Doug Webb  
As the vote was tied, the chairman used the casting vote to decide against the co-
option and it was therefore RESOLVED to not co-opt the applicant. 
 
The meeting was briefly disrupted whilst the applicant showed their displeasure at 
this turn of events and, after the Chairman called for order, left the meeting.  
 

Cllr Helen Ainsley-Smith declared she would be putting her resignation from the 
council in writing to the Chairman and left the meeting.  
 

County Councillor Peter Tomlinson offered to speak with the relevant party and made 
the observation, as a neutral observer, that everyone needs to accept the democratic 
decision-making process and that this applies equally to parish councils which are 
the bedrock of our society. 
 

County Councillor Peter Tomlinson and District Councillor Laurence Smith left the 
meeting. 
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221 Planning  
a) The following planning application was considered:  

 
19/02435/FUL - The White House, Worcester Road, Wychbold – Demolish two 
existing dwellings together with outbuildings and erect 5 no dwellings.  
It was agreed to recommend this application is refused due to issues relating to 
highways safety and traffic generation, and the loss of an attractive traditional 
house that is a feature of and adds character to the parish.  
 

b) With the consent of council members, the Chairman moved to discuss comment 
on the South Worcestershire Development Plan Review Preferred Options 
consultation which ends on 16th December 2019.  Cllr Norma Edge had prepared 
a response on behalf of the council which was read out by the Chairman, attached 
at appendix A.  Members were in favour of submitting a comment along those 
lines and a copy would be circulated to all by email for further comment before 
being submitted to Wychavon DC by the locum clerk before the deadline. 
 

222 Finance 
It was resolved to settle the invoices listed below:  
 
a) Clerk's Salary and Expenses 06/11 – 01/12  £1,036.35  
b) Worcestershire County Council Pension Fund  £354.26  
c) David Miles Lengthsman  £180.00  
d) Mr B Addy Handyman  £85.00  
e) JPL Architecture  £1,000.00  
f) Feasibility (Legacy Fund application)  £1,800.00  
g) Sutcliffe Play  £2,280.00  
h) Community First  £125.00  

 

The Lengthsman would be asked again to attend a meeting and meet with 
council members. 
 

i) Members approved the monthly budget monitoring report and it was signed by 
the Chairman. 
 

j) The monthly bank reconciliation report was approved showing a bank balance of 
£53,253.33 and it was signed by the Chairman. 

 

k) To discuss any projects or items to include in the 2020/2021 budget 
This item was deferred; the Chairman asked members to prepare for setting the 
2020/21 precept with the aim of keeping its impact on council taxpayers the 
same as for the current year.  

   
223  Legacy Fund Application – Review of Process 
  Members had previously discussed reviewing the process involved in the Legacy 

Fund application but had not decided on when to do it. 
 It was RESOLVED to wait until Wychavon DC had provided feedback on the 

application, likely to be towards the end of March 2020 and to review as part of a 
training session with a facilitator. 

 
224 Defibrillators 
 It was noted that none of the three defibrillators has child-sized pads. 
 It was noted that the third defibrillator would be sited following advice from the British 

Heart Foundation and needed to be added to the council’s asset register to include 
its location. 
Members are to check on the condition of the defibrillators regularly and report back.  
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225 Grounds Maintenance 
 There had been no grass cutting due to the wet weather. 
 

226 Communication 
i. It was agreed to discuss this with the new clerk. 
ii. It was suggested something should be submitted to February edition of 

Community Link 
iii. It was noted the notice boards could be tidied up; keys to two of the boards 

(which share the same key) are held by the Clerk, the handyman and the 
village hall; the key to the third board is held by Cllr Doug Webb. 

 
227 Councillors’ reports and items for the next agenda 
 Members would like the following to be considered next time: 

- Review of internal auditor: to consider changing and whether to undertake a 
mid-term internal audit. 

- Cllr Sue Howarth has a list of items that she will email in. 
- To consider having two meetings in January, with the extra one to discuss 

council policies. 
- A discussion on training. 
- Discussion of the ‘Green Agenda’ had been postponed due to the general 

election called for 12/12/2019 and Cllr Sue Howarth would be absent for the 
next two meetings, therefore asked for District Councillor Laurence Smith to be 
invited to talk on the subject at the council’s meeting in March. 
 

228 Exclusion of the Press and the Public  
 Members of the public were asked to leave the meeting to allow for confidential 

discussion relating to staffing issues. 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1(2) 

 

It was noted interviews for a new clerk are to be held on 12/12/2019.  One of the 
three Staffing Committee members will be unable to attend and it was therefore 
AGREED to appoint Cllr Norma Edge and Cllr Jackie Walton to the interview panel 
along with the Chairman and vice-Chairman. 
The outgoing clerk had managed the application process meaning no councillor yet 
knew who had applied and none could therefore declare whether they knew any of 
the applicants.  It was agreed that upon receipt of the applicants’ details then the 
interviewers would declare whether they know the applicant and if so then they would 
not take part in the interview of that person. 
It was noted that if none of the applicants was suitable the council would re-advertise 
the position. 
 

The meeting closed at 21:33  
Signed as a true record:  
 
 
 
______________________________________________   __________________________ 
Chairman         Date 


