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Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7:30PM on Monday 2nd March 2020 
at Wychbold Village Hall, School Road, Wychbold, WR9 7PU 

 
 

Parish Council members as at 20/01/2020: 
Maureen Addy, Norma Edge, Alyson Keane, 

Nora O’Leary, Jackie Walton, Doug Webb, Sue Howarth + 6 vacancies 
 

 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Councillors  Alyson Keane (Chairman)  

Doug Webb (Vice Chairman)  
Maureen Addy 
Norma Edge  
Nora O’Leary  
Jackie Walton 
Sue Howarth. 
District Councillor Laurence Smith. 

 
In attendance:  Clerk: Carole Hirst, John MacDonald plus 4 members of the public and a 
press representative. 
 
250  Apologies for absence  

WCC County Councillor Peter Tomlinson  
 

251  Declarations of interest  
Cllr Maureen Addy declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in agenda Item 8(d), 
minute no. 257 (a) as wife of the Council’s handyman. Having previously been 
granted a dispensation to May 2023 to be allowed to stay in the meeting when this 
matter is discussed, Cllr Addy did not vote on this item. Cllr. Addy declared a 
Disclosable Non-Pecuniary Interest in Agenda Item 5 (Minute Reference 254) Co-
Option of John MacDonald as he is her son in law. Cllr. Howarth declared a 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda Item 14 (Minute Reference 263) Allotments 
being an allotment holder. 

 
252  Dispensations  
 None requested 
 
253 Open session  

The meeting was adjourned for the open session and the following reports/updates 
were noted.  
 

a) Wychavon District Councillor  
Laurence Smith reported: 

• I am becoming a parliamentary researcher for one of the new MPs.  

• WCC Highways has been responding on some casework that had begun last 

autumn concerning the safety and height of the tree line behind Amphlett Way. 

They will be sending their Green Team out to perform a H&S check-up on the 

trees soon. It turns out that the land is owned by Highways England but the 
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section of road these trees line is maintained by WCC so there has been some 

confusion as to who’s responsibility this tree maintenance is. 

• The Droitwich West Mercia team has been taking action on dangerous parking at 

the junction of Cross Furlong and Worcester Road/A38 with a number of vehicles 

ticketed and others leafleted by the police.  

• Carole has worked really hard to produce a thorough and viable DPC budget 

which both better addresses needed budgetary rises while still holding precept 

increases as low as possible. This is an impressive feat given the scale of the 

task and how quickly Carole has hit the ground running even taking on tasks for 

DPC back before the start of the new year! 

• I will be looking organise regular one-to-one councillor surgeries, as successfully 
hosted by my Droitwich Central colleague Cllr J Hartley. This will likely be on a 
Friday or Sunday afternoon.  I have spoken to the community engagement team 
at Wychavon this afternoon to better understand what support WDC gives Cllrs in 
hosting these regular surgeries.  

• Wychavon Budget for the year 20/21 has been passed by Council and has a 
small deficit of £37,000 for the next financial year (my view: rounding error, in a 
good year could still be surplus) 

• Wychavon council tax share has been frozen again for the third year running and 
is just £120.08 for a typical band-D property. Other authorities have decided to 
put up their council tax and so residents will see an overall rise in the amount of 
council tax that they are paying for public services.  

• Wychavon has adopted its new strategy - the 3 S's: Supporting People, Strong 
Economy and Places, Sustainable Environment Focus on the environment: 
Reduce the average household black bin waste by at least 10% (2018/19 
baseline) by 2024 through targeted waste reduction campaigns and incentivising 
at least five communities to set up community fridges to reduce their food waste 
Create 10 hectares of new wetland and work with the Heart of England Forest 
and other partners to restore, enhance and create 30 hectares of Biodiversity 
Action Plan priority habitats in the district by 31 March 2024” 
Parishioners/Parish Council members will also note that we are reviewing our 
Intelligently Green Plan which is due to be published in Spring “This will be the 
cornerstone of our environmental and sustainability efforts over the next decade” 

• Cllr Bradley Thomas, March 2020 Electric Vehicle Chargers: 
“The number of electric vehicle charging points in Wychavon's public car parks is 
set to soar thanks to a £150,000 investment. A total of 20 new 7Kw chargers are 
being installed as part of Wychavon's commitment to supporting the growth of the 
ultra-low emission vehicle market, to help reduce the district's carbon footprint. 
Once work is completed at the end of March, it will take the number of EV 
chargers in Wychavon's public car parks to 24. The project is being part funded 
by a grant of £64,000 from the Government's Office of Low Emission Vehicles 
(OLEV) and is supported by the Energy Saving Trust. The new charging points 
will be available in car parks at the following locations: Asda, Pershore – 4, 
Station Car Park, Broadway – 4, Civic Centre, Pershore – 2 (2 already installed), 
Waitrose, Droitwich – 4 (2 already installed), Evesham Leisure Centre, Abbey 
Road – 6. Motorists will have to pay for their parking and electricity separately. 
Residents will be able to use the chargers in the evening as Wychavon's car 
parks are free after 6pm, but they will still have to pay for their electricity. 
Wychavon is also investing in a new all electric vehicle for staff to use while on 
council business, as a replacement for the hybrid vehicle it bought in 2012." 

b) Worcestershire County Councillor 
Although not present, Peter Tomlinson provided an update: 
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• OPEN FOR BUSINESS. New proposals designed to reduce congestion and improve 
connectivity on the A38 in Bromsgrove, will be explained at five information sessions 
for the public starting on February 5th. The proposals form the Bromsgrove Route 
Enhancement Programme (BREP), which aims to provide additional highway 
capacity and promote walking and cycling alternatives, through a range of 
improvements along the whole corridor. The programme follows work that began last 
year to make improvements to the junctions of the A38 with Barley Mow Lane, M5 
Junction 4 and M42 Junction 1. The County Council will be holding a series of 
information sessions for more information go to: 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/a38improvements . Any comments or questions on the 
12 schemes can be sent to majorprojects@worcestershire.gov.uk, the deadline for 
comments is Friday 20th March 2020. Construction work at Worcestershire Parkway 
has been completed and it is going through the final stages of the complex ‘Entry into 
Service’ process where the new structures and equipment are tested by different 
specialists in the rail industry. An opening date will be announced as soon as the 
process is completed. 

• CHILDREN AND FAMILIES. Proposals to review the service provided by the 
Medical Education Team (MET) were approved at Cabinet on 30 January. The MET 
provides a service for children who are unable to attend school because of medical 
difficulties. This is currently offered at 3 bases in the county, Kidderminster Worcester 
and Redditch, and in some cases is provided through home tuition. The review, 
which will be led by Worcestershire Children First, will consider the service and how it 
can be improved and will look at ways to offer a high quality of service alongside 
resource and cost implications.  The review and its recommendations will be 
considered by Cabinet in June. The Council has been working with the Department 
for Education to secure a provider to open a new school in Kidderminster for children 
who do not attend mainstream education. Cabinet have approved the proposed 
location for the school and revenue funding for places commissioned on behalf of the 
Council for children.  

• HEALTH AND WELLBEING. Worcestershire is to become the first county in the UK 
to offer access to specialist Dementia Meeting Centres to all its residents; putting the 
county at the forefront of this new way of supporting those living with the condition 
and their families. Working with the University of Worcester’s Association for 
Dementia Studies, which first brought the Meeting Centres concept to the UK, the 
council and the six district councils are investing £540,000 to help local communities 
across the county to set up Meeting Centres. The Council continues to encourage 
residents to get vaccinated against flu. The vaccine provides protection from the virus 
and is especially important for people 65 years and older, those with a serious illness 
and those caring for them. Some people get a flu jab each year because they are 
more at risk of severe illness and complications, and your GP or pharmacist can 
advise you on your eligibility. It’s advisable to call before attending, to check vaccine 
availability. 

• THE ENVIRONMENT. The Council is looking for new places for mineral extraction in 
the county. Landowners are invited to suggest new sites up to 13th March. The 
consultation will help with allocating specific sites and preferred areas for mineral 
extraction in the future. An additional £5m of funding has been announced to 
continue the relieving congestion programme across the county, in the draft budget 
for 2020/21. The money is being earmarked to support schemes being developed for 
Bromsgrove Town Centre, Evesham Town Centre, the roundabout at Hoobrook in 
Kidderminster and A38/A4104 staggered junction in Upton-Upon-Severn. All of which 
will be progressed this year. 

• COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE. The adverts for the new Chief Officer Group (COG) 
posts closed on 6 January and we have now reviewed all the applications. Interviews 
and assessments of the shortlisted candidates will conclude in February. Once we 
have appointed to the roles an update will be issued. Social workers and social care 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/a38improvements
mailto:majorprojects@worcestershire.gov.uk


P a g e  | 67 
 

staff from across both the Council and Worcestershire Children First are being 
recognised and celebrated again this year for the great work they do. 
Celebrating Social Workers Week will run from Monday 16 to Thursday 19 March 
and there will be a host of workshops at County Hall as well as a celebration event 
on Tuesday 17th March.  
 

c) Police  
No representative was present, although a report was provided with 6 incidents 

recorded. Councillors noted the update report. 

d) Public participation 

Footpaths around the Nursing Home on Chequers Lane are damaged with tree roots 

growing through the path causing the pavement to split and raise up making it 

hazardous. Cllr. Keane reported that this was a matter for Platform G and agreed to 

report this. 

254 Co-option of John MacDonald. Councillors were circulated prior to the meeting the 

application for John MacDonald to be co-opted onto the Parish Councillor. 

Councillors asked John questions about his background and what skills he could 

bring to the Parish Council. Cllr. Webb Proposed and Cllr. Walton Seconded that 

John MacDonald be co-opted onto the Parish Council. Cllr. Addy Abstained. All other 

Councillors voted in favour of the co-option. Cllr. MacDonald duly signed the 

Declaration of Acceptance of Office paper and was asked to complete his Register of 

Interest Form to be submitted to the Monitoring Officer at Wychavon District Council. 

255  Minutes  
Cllr. O’Leary Proposed that the Minutes from the Parish Council meeting on the 20th 
January 2020 be adopted as a true record of the meeting Cllr. Walton Seconded. All 
those attending the meeting were in favour.  
Cllr. Webb Proposed that the Minutes from the Parish Council on the 25th February 
Extra Ordinary Parish Council Meeting be adopted as a true record of the meeting. 
Cllr. Addy Seconded. All those attending the meeting were in favour. 

 
256 Planning  

The following planning applications were considered:  
 
(a) 20/00041/HP- Timber Tops, Chequers Lane, Wychbold- Demolition of existing 

garage and erection of single-storey side extension. Consultation to 19th February 
2020 which was queried by Cllr. Howarth. Cllr. Keane replied that she had 
contacted WDC to request an extension. Cllr. Howarth requested that in cases of 
any future planning application where extensions to consultation periods are 
requested could all Councillors be informed so that they may also have time to 
consider the application.  
This application was discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk should submit a 
response to the Planning Portal of No Objection. Cllr. Howarth  

(b) 19/0107/HP- 1 Rashwood Hill Cottage, Rashwood Hill, Rashwood, Droitwich- 
Double Storey side extension – Approved 29th Jan 2020. Noted. 

(c) 20/00207/FUL- Swan Garage, Worcester Road, Upton Warren- Full Planning 
application for demolition of existing buildings on site including sales building, 
former car wash building, carwash and café) alterations to forecourt and canopy, 
erection of replacement sales building and replacement coffee shop including 
drive-thru facility with associated jet washes, car parking, cycle parking, 
landscaping and associated works. Consultation to 3rd March 2020. Councillors 
discussed this application and any changes made to plans. Cllr. Smith reported 
that the height of the new building was higher than the previous application. Cllr. 
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Smith agreed to check with WDC the “In Vents” and “Out Vents” to this 
application and which were which and report back to the Clerk before the Parish 
Council responds on the Planning Portal.  

(d) 19/02277/FUL- Burmeadow- 1 Prospect Villas, Worcester Road, Wychbold, 
Construction of a new dwelling adjacent to 13 Salwarpe Close, Wychbold- 
Planning Application – WITHDRAWN 18th Feb 2020. Noted. 

(e) 19/02435/FUL - The White House, Worcester Road, Wychbold- Demolish 2 
existing dwellings and outbuildings and erect 5 no. dwellings. APPROVED 21st 
Feb 2020. Noted. 

257 Finance 
a) Members approved the February 2020 monthly budget monitoring report 

and it was signed by the Chairman. 
b) To consider funding of Youth Club April 2020 to March 2021. The Parish Council 

Community Grant Scheme pays for the Youth Club (£66 per night) and the village 

hall hire for the period of the youth club (£30). The youth club runs term time only. 

Cllr Webb Proposed and Cllr. O’Leary Seconded to approve to pay for both for 

the next year financial year. All in favour. 
c) To consider a monthly transfer of £83 to village hall to cover CCTV & lighting 

costs. The monthly cost for running the lighting and the CCTV for the recreational 

area is £83 per month and currently is paid through the village hall electricity 

bills. At a previous parish council meeting there has been reference to an 

outstanding invoice that the Village Hall Charity owes to Dodderhill Parish 

Council however the Parish Council has not been billed for the contribution to the 

cost of the electricity for the CCTV and lighting for the recreational area since 

April 2017. Cllr. O’Leary Proposed and Cllr. Walton Seconded that the two 

debts cancel each other out. All in favour.  
d) To consider payments to 2nd March 2020. Cllr. O’Leary Proposed and Cllr. Walton 

Seconded that the payments be approved. Cllr. Addy Abstained. All other 

Councillors voted in favour. 

List of Payments to present to the 
Parish Council Meeting 2nd 
March2020       

PAYEE Reason for expense amount Cheque no. 

Robert Addy Handyman to 27th Feb  £      85.00  102442 

BWP Creative Ltd New Website  £    469.00  102443 

David Miles Lengthsman Feb  £    180.00      102444 

  TOTAL  £   734.00    

RECEIPTS Received since last 
meeting.       

WCC  Lengthsman Jan 20  £   180.00    

  TOTAL  £   180.00    
 
258  The Clerk was asked to Minute the adoption of the Allotment Agreement 

agreed on 26th January 2020. 

259 Contract review/tender agreements and circulation. 

The contracts due for renewal were discussed and it was Proposed by Cllr. Webb 
and Seconded by Cllr. O’Leary that the following would go out to a tendering 
process. 

• Grounds Maintenance 

• Lengthsman (advertised via CALC) 
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The Proposal included that the contracts would run for two years with a possible two-
year extension and that the following contracts should run as they are currently set 
up. 

• Football Club 

• CCTV  

• Metal Detecting. 
All in favour. 

 

260 Documentation of “forms” agreements since last meeting. 

• Allotment Waiting List 

Subject to Cllr. Walton reported that all the allotments are full. One tenant had not yet 

signed as they are away but has agreed to sign on their return. We have set up an 

allotment waiting list for people to register their interest going forward. Hopefully we 

will then have people to contact if an allotment becomes free. A link is set up on 

website and displayed on notice board. 

The outcome of the Legacy Grant is imminent. 

• Village Hall Booking Forms 

Village Hall Booking Forms are also used and can be accessed via the Parish Council 

website on www.dodderhillparishcouncil.co.uk  

261 Correspondence received since the last Parish Council meeting. 

• 27/1/20- SWDP Review - Briefing for Parish and Town Councils-Tuesday 31 
March 2020, Guildhall, Worcester- 3.15pm or 6.15pm – Cllr. Keane and Cllr Howarth 
will be attending, and places have been booked. 

• 21/2/20- West Mercia PCC Road Safety Strategy- launch of draft Road Safety 
Strategy for consultation- Survey for completion by 20th March 2020. Councillors 
were asked to complete the survey online and Cllr. Smith agreed to promote this on 
Facebook. 

• 26/2/20- SWDP- Review of the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP), 
the South Worcestershire Councils are conducting a Call for Sites inviting 
landowners and / or their agents / developers to submit land for potential large scale 
renewable and low carbon energy projects. Noted. 
 
Community Correspondence. 

Allotments: Communication was received asking the following... 
1. Why new allotment agreements were being introduced. 
2. Why were DPC taking away allotments in October (halfway through the year if a 

tenant withdrew from the agreement). The previous allotment agreements were only 
from April to December and as such were all out of date. The new allotment 
agreements are rolling for as long as the tenancy stays with the current tenant. The 
payment only is in October preparing for the following year. Invoices for the 
allotments would be sent out at the beginning of October, for payment by the end. If a 
tenant chooses not to continue, they will still have the use of their allotment to 31st 
December, but the Parish Council have two months to advertise the potential empty 
allotment. An allotment waiting list has been set up on the website. 

De Wyche Road 
Communication was received querying/complaining regarding the following... 
Chequers Lane regarding a Caravan / Campervan that the resident felt was 
obstructing view. 

http://www.dodderhillparishcouncil.co.uk/
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The state of the corner grass as you turn into De Wyche Road from Chequers Lane. 
The campervan is legal parked and therefore the parish council have no jurisdictions 
over this. It was a matter for the community policing team if there was any doubt over 
the obstruction and/or tax and insurance of the vehicle. The grass area in question 
belongs to Fortis Housing (now Platform HG). The parish council have no 
jurisdictions over this. 

 
VE Day Celebrations 

After a request for some ideas the parish council made the following suggestions 
regarding the VE day celebrations in May. 
During the day War time fancy dress for the children; Make your own gas mask 
competition;  
Street party between the two table tennis cages, (then the insurance is covered) we 
could try and get some camouflage nets to cover the space and set up the area and 
village hall to look authentic as a war room; Cake making competition using a war 
time recipe; We could rig up war time announcements throughout the day; This could 
be all finished off with a war time theme sing song/celebrations (and war time footage 
party at the legion ) with a hog roast like we did once before. 
The response received from the organising committee was as follows. 

 
"In response to your e mail re VE celebrations I must advise you that at the inaugural 
meeting of the organizing committee one of the first stipulations was no interference 
from the DPC. The reason being that it would act as a negative because we would 
lose good and genuine volunteers who have a grievance with the council. Since your 
e mail I have canvassed opinions and people feel there has been no improvement, in 
fact the complete opposite. With regards a communal get together it was felt, in their 
opinion, until DPC understands villagers and village life that ship sailed a long time 
ago". 
 
The communication received from Peter Tomlinson, the County Councillor in reply to 
the VE day organising committee's response was as follows: 

 
"It grieves me that some people are so minded that they refuse an offer to help 
commemorate those from all backgrounds and of diverse opinions who died whilst 
defending democracy and fighting fascism. All shades of political opinion, all class 
distinctions, rich and poor whatever their grievances came together united to defeat a 
ruthless and inhuman regime.  

 
Your celebration should be an occasion which demonstrates that local grievances 
whatever their nature should be put to one side as they were all those years ago and 
that together the local community should be united in remembering all those who 
gave their lives for this country." 
 
Cllr. Howarth queried whether the submission to the British Legion had been made 
by the Parish Council as Councillors had not been consulted over the suggestions. 
Cllr. Keane confirmed that she had written to the Royal British Legion as Cllr. Keane, 
Chair of the Parish Council. Cllr. Howarth requested that the Minutes reflect this 
clarification. 

 
The Parish Council has written back to the VE day organising committee to say our 
offer of help still stands. Cllr. Webb Proposed and Cllr. Edge Seconded that the Clerk 
write to the Royal British Legion to advise them of the Parish Council’s Community 
Grant Scheme to see whether they would be interested in applying for a grant. 

 
Crown Lane 
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Communication was received regarding the signpost for Crown Lane which had been 
hit by a vehicle. This was immediately taken up by our County Councillor Peter 
Tomlinson and the process of replacing the street sign has started. 

 
262 Great British Spring Clean 

Cllr. O’Leary reported that she had been in touch with McDonalds and they will again 
host the Great British Spring Clean. Dates have not yet been agreed although Cllr. 
Edge agreed that once the date was ascertained she would forward this to all 
Councillors for information with what route would be planned. The Clerk provided 
Health and Safety Guidance that was supplied by the Local Authority for information 
which was passed to McDonalds for information. 

 
263 Allotment update. 

All of the allotment holders have paid for the year. The one outstanding agreement 
we have received notice to say they are away and will complete it on their return.  
 

264 Councillors’ reports and items for the next agenda 

• Cllr. Howarth said she would like to thank the Clerk for arranging for the new website. 
Cllr. Howarth mentioned Councillors' Registers of Interests being displayed on the 
new website but that addresses had been removed without consultation. This was an 
oversight as the Clerk asked the website host just to retract Cllr. OLeary. Cllr. 
Howarth asked for her address to be replaced and the Clerk agreed to arrange this. 

• The chair was thanked for writing a short article for the parish magazine, Community 
Link, but was asked to add the name of the author in future articles. 

• Cllr. Webb reported further dog fouling on Crown Lane and Persimmon Homes. 
Funding has been budgeted for 2020/21 and that signage would be considered in the 
next financial year. 

• Cllr. Addy reported that the Village Hall barrier being damaged. Cllr. Keane reported 
that a quote would be requested from the company that installed the barrier. Cllr 
Addy further reported potholes on the car park and Cllr. Keane commented that 
quotes were being obtained. Cllr. Addy further reported nettles coming through the 
mesh on the play area under the bench. Cllr Keane said that the meshes were 
intended for vegetation to grow through and that this would be down to the Grounds 
Maintenance team to rectify. 

• Cllr. Edge asked that Communication be returned to all agendas going forward.  
  
The meeting closed at 9.10pm 
Date of Next Meeting 6th April 2020 at 7.30pm 
 
Signed as a true record:  
 
Cllr. Alyson Keane:         6th April 2020 
______________________________________________   __________________________ 
Chairman         Date 


