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DODDERHILL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY ON 9th FEBRUARY 2021 AT 1930 
 

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]   

 
PRESENT 
 

 Cllrs A Keane (Chairman), R Addy, Bradley, Edge, Macdonald, O’Leary, Smart, Walton & Webb 
District Cllr Smith, 17 members of the public. Mr Crighton (Acting Clerk).  

    

369 APOLOGIES   
 
 Cllrs M Addy, R Keane 

 
370 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

Cllr Minute Interest Reason 

Webb 379 & 386 

383.1, 383.2 & 383.3 

Other 

Other 

Village hall user 

As previously agreed 

  
 Cllr O’Leary advised that she would not take part  in discussion on minute 382.2 and would not vote on 
minute 383.1 

 
371 DISPENSATION REQUESTS   None    
 

372 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS (Q) & ANSWERS (A) 
 

372.1Q  

Following battery maintenance and management of trigger readings, we can advise that we are seeing 
in excess of 2,500 counts per day, on a one way basis. (Webbs to the village). During a national 
lockdown this indicates significant disregard for safety and speed awareness.    

  
Please could the Parish Council consider obtaining a further camera to put up on the opposite side, to 
capture speeding data from vehicles entering Wychbold from the M5 / A38 exit towards Upton Warren.   

  
We will continue to monitor numbers.  

 

372.1A  
It will be added to the agenda for March meeting The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity  
to thank Gemma and Mark Jones for the excellent voluntary service they provide to the community.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 
372.2Q   
In light of the current public ill feeling towards the council and the quite apparent lack of trust that the 

community has in the body, coupled with the distinct lack of clear & transparent communications. What  
do DPC plan to do in order to try and repair the relationships with its constituents and rebuild trust & 
confidence  

 
372.2A   
Councillors are disappointed with the expression of a lack of trust and clarity of communication;  

however, they accept that this feeling exists within the community.  A working group has been formed,  
under the Chairmanship of Cllr Macdonald, whose brief is to engage more meaningfully with residents  
and open up communication channels.  Information will continue to be made available via the website 

and the Parish Council Facebook page. 
 

Residents should remain aware that the Parish Council cannot be held responsible for posts on 

Facebook which do not originate, or purport to originate from a Councillor or officer. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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372.3Q   
Who is the current clerk and, if there isn’t one, what steps are being taken to fill the position?   

 

372.3A 
The Clerk resigned and left the post immediately taking sick leave for the notice period.  This left the 

Council in a very difficult position to carry on it’s normal day to day business.  The recruitment process 

for a replacement is currently underway. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

372.4Q 
With the obvious long-standing degradation of the relationship between the public and the parish 

council, what steps does the parish council plan to take to increase and maximise transparency and 

open two-way communication with the public, in line with the code of conduct?  
 

372.4A  

This question has to a large extent been addressed in answer to the first question.  The Parish Council 
has a dual role when it comes to relating with its electorate.  Firstly, information dissemination and this 

is achieved through the minutes of meetings, the web site and Facebook.   Enhancement of the website 

are planned once our new Clerk is in post and settled in.  We are mindful of the fact that there are 
residents without internet access and it is important that they do not feel disenfranchised – the 

Communications Working Group will look at this.  

 
Secondly, dialogue – which of course by definition has to be two-way.  As mentioned, we are looking at 

ways to more effectively engage with residents and would welcome input to the working group.  

It is important to understand that the Parish Councillor role is a voluntary one which relies of individuals  
fitting the requirements of the role around their work and family life. It is important for residents to 

appreciate that Councillors give of their time because they feel they have something of benefit to offer 

the community. 
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

 

372.5Q 
 Where is the register of interests published?  

 

372.5A 
On the website with a direct link to Wychavon District Council.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

 
372.6Q 

I would like to see the correspondence between the published building survey and the letter f rom the 

insurance company, showing where it escalated from the horse chestnut tree being a possible cause 
to it being the sole cause.  If there is no further correspondence, why did the council not question the 

contents of the letter from the insurance company?  

 
372.6A 

The insurance claim has been ongoing for 15 months The Parish Council have followed the 

requirements of the policy. In excess of £3100 has been spent out already albeit we should be able to 
claim back for the survey which was £600. We have an excess of £1000 on the policy plus the cost of 

the tree removal which is not covered in the claim which will have to be covered under the precept.  

 
The current state of the hall is that the roof has collapsed within the store room and the insurance are 

sending a team out to make the hall roof waterproof and assess any damage caused through water 

ingress. The building has to settle for a period of three months the insurance company will use their 
own building contractors. Had the insurance company felt it was appropriate they would have 

undertaken the necessary surveys but they did not feel this was the correct cause of action.  It would 

not be appropriate to release paperwork in refence to an outstanding claim.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
372.7Q 
There was lengthy discussions recently regarding the location of the proposed pump track and removal 
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of hedge.  I note on the survey results that funding has now been secured.   Please can you confirm 
where the pump track will be located and indeed if this now means the hedge in question will be 

removed.  
 

372.7A 

The pump track position has been proposed at the top of the field above the play  area. However 
no firm decision has been agreed, this is still up for discussion along with the effects its positioning 
has on the current gateway to the allotments. 

 
All discussions and proposals for the pump track are on hold due to the COVID-19 restrictions 
(lockdown). It will become an agenda item at the Parish Council meeting when the committee members  

involved are able to proceed. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

 

372.8Q 
There is a member on the committee who moved out of the DPC area last November 2020. Having 
looked at the agreed minutes there has been no mention of his move in any DPC meeting since 

September. The member has not had the courtesy to inform the committee about his move out of the 
area (to Stourport) or any notification that he intends to resign. May I ask why he has not informed the 
committee or resigned his position? 

 
372.8A 
So long as a councillor fulfils all the legal requirements for election or co-option then (s)he remains in 

office until (s)he resigns or until the end of the council term, regardless of whether he continues to fulfil 
those requirements, and subject to not being otherwise disqualified.  If a Councillor does not inform the 
Council of a change of circumstance it cannot be included in the minutes.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

372.9Q 

Why are the draft minutes published on the DPC Website before they have been agreed at the next 
meeting? Is this normal good practice? 

 

372.9A 
It is accepted practice that minutes are published in draft form so that residents have the opportunity of 
reading what was said / agreed and thus given the opportunity to raise issues in good time, if they so 

wish. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

 

372.10Q 
When looking at the form that committee members have to sign and disclose any pecuniary interests, 
looking at the DPC website many of them are heavily redacted. May I ask the reasons why? 

 
372.10A 
Every member has to complete a Register of Members’ Interests within 28 days of taking office.  If any 

the disclosure of any such interest is considered by the District Council Monitoring Officer to be of a 
‘sensitive nature’, then details of the interest need not be disclosed.  A sensitive interest is one, which if 
disclosed on a public register, could lead the member or a person connected with the member to be 

subject to violence or intimidation. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

 

372.11Q 
Does the District or County Councils offer any training to Parish Council Committee members for them 
to carry out their duties effectively? If the answer is yes may I ask how many DPC members have been 

on any of these courses? If the answers is no, may I respectfully ask why not and how are they expected 
to correctly carry out their duties on the committee effectively? 

 

372.11A 
Yes, there is comprehensive range of training available – both formal and informal – which councillors  
are expected to attend, ranging from induction for new members through to Chairmanship skills and 

important issues such as governance, finance and audit.    However, there is no compulsion for members  
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to attend any training, nevertheless all but one of the current members have attended at least one 
session.  The Parish Council includes a sum for training in its annual budget and considers it money 

very well spent. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

 

372.12Q 
When full, what is the normal or maximum size of the DPC? How many members should attend to make 
a meeting quorate? If there are current vacancies when will the next election take place?   

 
372.12A 
The DPC has 13 Parish Council seats. There are two current vacancies that are awaiting the next 

election which subject to Covid-19 is May 2021.  The whole Parish Council is up for re-election in May 
2023.  There is also currently a waiting list for co-option.  To be quorate a meeting must have the higher 
of 3 or one third membership. In our case that is 5.  

 

 

372.13Q 
Why wasn’t the poor drainage investigated as regards the pumping station which has been concreted 
over and the storm drains, also why was it not investigated regarding the planning applications 

previously put in that state in 1977 and 1979 regarding the ground subsidence around the village hall, 
also why were there no investigations in to the two ponds were in the same area and the well.   
 

372.13A 
Not responded to during the meeting 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
373 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 4 JANUARY 2021 
 

 It was resolved to approve the minutes; they would be signed by the Chairman 
 
374 DOG BIN AND LITTER BINS AROUND THE PARISH 

 
 374.1 It was resolved to transfer management of  2 bins in the playground to WDC at a cost of  £90 /  

annum each; this would cover an annual clean and weekly emptying.  The arrangement to be 

in place pending the appointment of  clerk and handyman. 
 
 374.2 It was reported that WDC had advised that litter and dog bins were interchangeable and in view  

of  the current duplication of  the location of  some bins it was agreed to survey the parish and  
consider relocating some bins. 

 

375 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR LAURENCE SMITH 
 
 Cllr Smith reported: 

• WDC element of  the Council tax f rozen for the 4th year 

• Car parking survey underway until the end of  February – 20 responses to date 

• Concern over speeding on A38 – the need to look at measures to slow traf f ic on the approaches to the 
village 

• COVID Business grants – further funding available. 
 
376 PLAYGROUND REPAIRS 

 
 376.1 It was resolved to accept a quote for £600 for repairs to equipment – the damage to the slide  

was covered by guarantee and CCTV footage would be examined to attempt to identify those 

 responsible. 
 

 376.2 It was suggested that signs be purchased to indicate equipment out of  order and agreed to obtain 

 quotes.  This is an issue which the Lengthsman may be able to deal with.  
 
377 ALLOTMENT 
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 It was reported that plots 10 & 11 had been vacated and the fence between them removed.  It was 
agreed to accept the of fer f rom the owner of  plot 10 to mend the fencing. 

 
378 LEGACY GRANT AND NATURE NETWORKS SURVEY 
 

 It was reported that a public meeting would be held on Thursday 11 February to discuss the application 
and agree the next steps.  It was suggested that as there was no time to consult on the play area that the 
application be submitted for £8000-10000 for the remaining areas. 

 
379 HOMES BONUS UPDATE 
 

 It was reported that the grant had been awarded subject to the outcome of  discussions and 
arrangements with the village hall committee. 
 

380 TREE WARDENS 
 
 It was reported that 3 volunteers had come forward.  The scheme is run by WCC but requires the 

support of  DPC.  Training will be provided by the Tree Off icer.  
 
381 COMMUNICATION WORKING PARTY UPDATE 

 
 It was agreed that Cllrs Macdonald, Edge and Webb would host a “Meet the Council” meeting, on Zoom, 
on Wednesday 17 February at 19:30 to open a dialogue and to discuss how to engage with those without 

internet facilities. 
 
382 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

 
 382.1 TREE WARDEN REQUEST 
 

  Dealt with at minute 380. 
  
 382.2 RELATING TO CHESTNUT TREE REMOVAL 

 
  It was reported that the letter f rom the insurance company and the invoice had been circulated  

 to members with the updated agenda for this meeting. 

 
382.3 FROM J HARRIGAN 
 

 Q1. Are all current parish Councillors aware of  the Code of  Conduct and of  the Social Media 
Policy that are shown as being adopted by Dodderhill Parish Council on their website? 

A1. All Councillors have copies of  the Code of  Conduct and the Council’s Social Media policy  

which they are expected to have read. 
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  Q2. If  they are aware of  them why are they not being followed? 

  A2. If  there are allegations of  breaches of  the Code of  Conduct these should be referred to the 
Monitoring Off icer 

  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Q3. Are they also aware that bullying and especially cyber bullying is now regarded as serious 
 and sometimes criminal of fence and so should be taking steps to avoid this behaviour? 

  A3. We are sure Councillors are aware of  the consequences of  engaging in bullying of  any kind 

 
 382.4 LITTER 
 

  Thanks had been of fered to Macdonald’s for emptying a litter bin.  
 
 382.5 LENGTHSMAN 

 
  The Lengthsman’s report covered: 

• New batteries f itted to the VAS 

• No action by WDC Land Drainage re f looding in Stoke Road & Shaw Lane 
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• Advertising board close to Church Lane reported to the appropriate authority 

• Work being undertaken within budget. 
 

383 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
 383.1 It was resolved to authorise the following payments. 

 

Payee Purpose Amount VAT 
Cheque 
value 

C Hirst Net salary 1077.27  1077.27 

HMRC PAYE, NIC 321.50  321.50 

Worcester CC Pension 270.48  270.48 

Worcester CC Pension adjustment 151.26  151.26 

C Hirst Expenses - postage 3.23  3.23 

Parish Council 
websites Hosting 216.00 36.00 252.00 

Water Plus Utility - village hall 76.50 4.89 81.39 

Broad Street DIY Rock salt 46.13 7.69 53.82 

Jack Cottrill Tree 

Services Tree removal 1533.60 255.60 1789.20 

Smartcut Ltd 
Playground 
inspection 40.00 8.00 48.00 

PATA Payroll Services Payroll run 7.95  7.95 

Chris Cooke Lengthsman 244.62 40.77 285.39 

Chris Cooke Rock salt 85.50 14.25 99.75 

Chris Cooke VAS batteries x 2   ** 

 TOTALS 4074.04 367.20 4441.24 

 

 ** amount not specified, believed to be c. £170 
 

 383.2 LAPTOP PURCHASE 

 
It was resolved to purchase a laptop for the Clerk at a cost of £675 + VAT 

 

383.3 FINANCE PACKAGE 
 
 It was resolved to purchase a “Zero” accounting package for use of the clerk  

 
            383.4 PREPARATION OF ACCOUNTS 
 

  It was resolved to request Selena Bostock to prepare the accounts for audit. 
 
 383.5 TINTERNAL AUDITOR 

 
It was resolved to appoint Diane Malley as Internal Auditor 

 

384 PLANNING 
 
 To consider the Council’s response to the following applications.  

 

Reference & 

applicant 

Location Proposal Response 

20/02715/CU Wychbold: 

Hawthorns, Walk 

Change of use from residential 

care home (C2) to single family 

No comment 
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Mill Drive dwelling (C3) 

21/00043/FUL Rashwood: 
Rashwood House, 
Rashwood Hill 

Part demolition of outbuildings, 
extension and subdivision to form 
1 additional dwelling, variation of 

condition 2 of planning approval 
17/02433/FUL to allow removal of 
flat roof element. 

Objection on conservation 
grounds 

20 /02892/FUL Impney: Chateau 
Impney Hotel 

Installation of automated security 
gates and posts, along with 

required electrical equipment, on 
the two tarmacked vehicular 
entrances to the Impney Estate 

(one entrance is situated off the 
A38 and the second entrance is 
located off the 

No comment 

 
[Cllr Smart left the meeting at 21:08] 
 
385 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 
 

 It was resolved to exclude the press and public from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by way of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. 

 
The meeting closed at 2212. 
 


