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DODDERHILL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
HELD VIRTUALLY ON 9thd MARCH  2021 AT 1930 

 
[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]  

 
PRESENT 
 
 Cllrs A Keane (Chairman), R Addy, Bradley, Edge, R Keane, Macdonald, O’Leary, Smart, Walton, Webb 

County Cllr Tomlinson, District Cllr Smith, 20 members of the public. Mr Crighton (Acting Clerk).  
    
395 APOLOGIES   
 
 Cllrs M Addy 
 
396 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S UPDATE 
 
 Cllr Tomlinson reported: 

• He was not standing in the May elections; his mission had been to convey the county message to the 
parish 

• COVID cases: WCC rate 90 / 100,000 population (20 above the England rate), WDC rate 81 / 100,000 
population.  High rate possibly explained by 2 prisons and large number of care homes in the county. 

 
397 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr Minute Interest Reason 

A Keane (399), 400.10 Other (Personal) Interest in development land 

R Keane (399), 400.10 Other (Personal) Interest in development land 

Macdonald 400.11 Other (Personal) Owner of domain name 

Webb 409.3 Other (Personal) User of village hall 

Webb 409.5 Other (Personal) User of village hall 

    
 398 DISPENSATION REQUESTS   None 
 
 399 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S UPDATE 
 
 Cllr Smith reported: 

• The cost of moving litter bins would “not be cheap”; not an exercise usually undertaken 

• Questionnaire re village parking now closed.  Speeding is a major concern; more data required for 
analysis 

•  
[Cllrs A Keane and R Keane left the meeting] 
 

• In respect of the Chequers Lane development; 
o An enforcement complaint had been lodged re the removal of trees and hedges (no breach yet 

determined) 
o New site owner was Living Space Housing 
o Some work by contractors appears to be in breach of planning conditions and some work 

undertaken at unsociable hours 
o Brine report awaited 
o Local concerns over subsidence 
o Possible public meeting to be called with the new developer. 

Cllr Webb urged anyone with a complaint relating to planning to report it either via the WDC website or 
anonymously through Cllr Smith or the Parish Council 

 
[Cllrs A Keane and R Keane re-joined the meeting] 
400 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
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 The following written questions were asked and answered 
 
 400.1Q In view of recent Facebook posts, has Dodderhill Parish Council got a Clerk or Locum Clerk in  

 situ? Is Richard Crighton Dodderhill's Locum Clerk, if not is it someone else? 
 
 400.1A Richard Crighton has been assisting with the Parish Council minutes in the absence of the 

 clerk.  He has also assisted the Chair and Vice Chair in legislation enquiries.  It is Richard’s  
last meeting tonight and we would like to thank him for all his hard work and support during  
his time with us. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------ 
 
 400.2Q Who deals with items such as replying to Freedom of Information requests,  

communicating with residents and public bodies as well as all other duties normally carried  
out by the Clerk? 

 
400.2A The day to day management of the Parish Council is currently being dealt with by various  

members of the team depending on the subject matter involved. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------- 
 
 400.3Q If a Clerk has not yet been appointed what is the latest update on the position? 

 
400.3A The appointment of the clerk is in its final stages.  An announcement will be made shortly. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------- 
 
 400.4Q It was resolved at Parish Council 7/12/2020 - Item 345 in Draft minutes - that a Project  

Manager be appointed on a fixed term flexible contract. Considering DPC has S106 funds in  
place has the position been advertised, if so, where was it advertised and what has happened  
since? 

 
400.4A The project Clerk appointment will not be considered until the new clerk is in place. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------ 
 
 400.5Q Since 23rd February there have been 26,000 vehicles that have triggered the speed camera 

on Worcester Road with many cars observed going through the pelican crossing when the  
lights are showing red.  Please can the Parish Council look into this problem  

 
 400.5A This has been placed on the agenda to look at the options; ultimately this is a police matter. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------- 
 
 400.6Q The improvements at the park are truly amazing but they have also created a burden for the 

local community. It is clear that we get lots of visitors from outside the village to the park and it  
is lovely to see the children playing but litter and lack of respect to the facilities need  
managing. How do we create an environment in that that both visitors and local residents  
maintain high standards at the park so we can enjoy it for many years to come?  

 
 400.6A As a community everyone has to take responsibility for looking after the equipment, reporting 

faults and keeping the area clear of rubbish and dog poo. if everyone does their little bit it will  
make a tremendous difference. Regrettably the handyman who had served the community  
since 2016 was forced to resign.  Without a clerk in place, we are unable to recruit to the  
position. This situation will hopefully be remedied soon.  The new proposed plans for the  
village hall will bring in revenue which in turn lessen the financial implications on the Precept, 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------- 
 
 400.7Q Why wasn’t the poor drainage investigated as regards the pumping station which has been  

concreted over and the storm drains, also why was it not investigated regarding the planning  
applications previously put in that state in 1977 and 1979 regarding the ground subsidence 
around the village hall, also why were there no investigations in to the two ponds were in the 
same area and the well? 
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 400.7A  The pumping station is currently still working well and accessed through a manhole behind  
the village hall.  The flooding highlighted in Facebook posts is due the unprecedented amount  
of rainfall received in a short period of time. You may have observed the flooding disappeared 
 shortly after the rain had stopped. 
 
The two ponds and well are the property of Liberty Leisure and outside the remit of Dodderhill  
Parish Council. Historic planning applications going back 40 plus years will not be taken into  
account by the insurance company. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------- 
 
 400.8Q I have seen many posts about a petition for a governance review to dissolve the parish 

 council  
a) what does this exactly mean?  
b) what is the possible outcome?  
c) What will happen to everything owned by the parish council?  
d) What will happen to any grants we have applied for?  
e) How will any dissolvement affect the community?  
 

 400.8A  A governance review normally provides the opportunity for principal councils to review and 
 make changes to community governance within their areas. It can be helpful to undertake  
community governance reviews in circumstances such as where there have been changes in  
population, or in reaction to specific or local new issues. It is normally based around parish  
boundaries and or parish names. 

 
A submitted petition for a governance review means that Wychavon District Council will do the 
 following: 
a) Follow the legal requirement to confirm that all the signatures on the petition are 

registered electors of the parish. 
b) Look at the contents surrounding the requests outlined in the documentation and 

determine the legality of the request. 
 

Possible outcomes: 
a) It will not be the case that the council is dissolved one day and a new set of councillors in  

place the next, if the Parish Council is dissolved, there will no longer be a Dodderhill  
Parish Council - everything to do the Parish will fall under the Control of another  
nominated Parish and/or Town Council or it could be split up between a few different  
Parishes. 

 
b) The District Council may decide that some or all of the petition does not fall under the  

remit of their role. 
 

If the Parish Council is dissolved all assets including the play area and village hall will be  
transferred to the nominated authority taking over.  The governance review is a long process,  
it is likely that all current grants will be concluded by such time as a decision is made. 

 
If the Parish Council is dissolved the community will still have the same rights but to the new 
nominated authority but meetings are unlikely to be held locally. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------- 
 

400.9Q As you we’re present at the recent DPC communications meeting, it is with the utmost  
concern in which I contact you regarding some of your Council members recent comments 
made on Facebook. 
 
As I believe you are not on Facebook you will not be aware of recent comments made by your 
fellow Councillors and I feel you should be made aware of their very poor conduct. 
 
Yet again we have Councillors – and those closely connected to Councillors – using their 
personal Facebook pages to speak in inflammatory tones to residents and provoke debate. In 
my opinion this is this very unprofessional of your fellow  Councillors using their personal 
Facebook page, to get into these arguments. 
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If communication and unity is a real priority of the DPC, this is again deeply unacceptable. 
 
Until this matter is rectified in someway then there is little hope in improving relations in any 
way. 

 
 400.9A  The Parish Councillors are aware of the Social Media Policy and have been sent guidance to  

using Social Media. Every individual on social media is personally responsible for ensuring  
that their posts are factually correct and do not leave them open to civil or  
criminal prosecution.  Every post is permanently on the system as once posted no individual  
has the overall control over it being shared.  

 
The community complains when the councillor posts on Facebook. They also complain when  
councillors don't post. The Parish Council has no authority to stop councillors posting on  
personal Facebook accounts, we can only provide guidance and there is a process to follow if  
any post is not appropriate. 

 
On appointment to the Council every councillor is required to commit to abiding by the Code 
of Conduct for behaviour in public office.  This requires them, at all times, to act with  
selflessness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty and leadership.  If a  
member falls short in the behaviour expected of him/her, he/she is in breach of the code and 
 liable to be the subject of a complaint to the Monitoring Officer at District Council. 

 
Councillors, when acting, claiming to act or giving the impression of acting as a representative 

  of the Council must: 
 

• behave in such a way that a reasonable person would regard as respectful 

• not act in a way which a reasonable person would regard as bullying or intimidatory 

• not seek to improperly confer an advantage on any person 

• use the resources of the Council in accordance with its requirements 

• not disclose information which is confidential or where disclosure is prohibited by law 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------- 

 400.10Q I would like to know if anyone from the Parish Council was aware that the land which looks  
set for development had changed hands from Fortis Living / Platform to new developers?  If  
this information was received why was it not passed on to residents? 

 
 400.10A The Parish Council was not informed of any changes concerning this development. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------- 
 
 400.11Q Could you please confirm or not whether the emails addresses for the Village Hall  

committee (personal, names email addresses and the generic one) are being forwarded /  
monitored by DPC or a member of DPC?   

 
 400.11A DPC have Wychbold Village Hall enquiries coming in to a group mailbox which is accessible 

 by all councillors. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------- 
 
 400.12Q Can you also confirm how the village hall website was put back up after we removed it and 

 put a holding page there? 
 
 400.12A DPC asked the hosting company to restore this from a backup. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------- 
 
 400.13Q I have submitted a FOI request regarding this but have yet to receive a reply.  Not (Nor?)  

   have  these questions been answered when I have asked them previously. 
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 400.13A Sorry, we do not look to have an FOI from yourself about this.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------- 
 
401 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 3 MARCH 2021 
 
 It was resolved to approve the minutes as a correct record and they would be signed by the Chairman: 
 
402 LITTER BINS 
 
 The question of supplying 2 more bins in the playground was raised.  If WDC were contracted to empty 
them the cost would be £90 / year per bin.  If was agreed to take no action until COVID restrictions were lifted 
at which time a full survey of all bins in the parish would be undertaken to direct the way forward. 
 
403 PLAYGROUND REPAIRS 
 
 It was resolved to arrange repairs to the zip-wire (out of guarantee), the slide and monkey bars (both 
in guarantee). 
 
404 LEGACY GRANT AND NATURE NETWORKS APPLICATIONS 
 
 It was reported that the applications had been submitted.  It was resolved  to arrange a public meeting 
and form a group to collate all the information.  Key dates were: if more information was called for this would be 
by 19 March, decision expected mid/late May. 
 
405 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
 
 405.1 Mrs K Bowen re Facebook.  Answered in minute 400.9A 
 405.2 re repairs to play equipment and Chestnut Tree removal.  Covered in minute 403. 
 
406 SPEED CAMERAS / SPEED AWARENESSS 
 
 It was reported that purdah currently prohibited the obtaining of any quotes for work.  It was agreed to 
analyse the responses to the questionnaire, discuss with the highway authority the possibility of installing village 
gateways, mobile speed cameras (Vehicle Activated Signs – VAS), enhanced road marking and other 
appropriate measures. 
 
407 COMMUNICATIONS WORKING PARTY 
 
 It was reported that the first meeting made some progress with the second meeting arranged for 10 
March and regular monthly meetings from that point on.  There were some good ideas being suggested but little 
could be done until a clerk was appointed who could then sort out communications channels (email and 
Facebook).  It was felt that help and support should be offered to residents wishing to submit questions to the 
Parish Council. 
 
 Notice of Parish Council meetings were currently effected by publishing the full agenda (councillors’ 
summons) on notice boards.  It was suggested that an abbreviated public notice, containing just the agenda 
item headings, would suffice.  The suggestion of inserting a QR code could help.  The transcription on the Zoom 
meetings was considered useful. 
 
408 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
 It was resolved to authorise the following payments: 
 

Chq.no Payee Purpose Cheque value (£) 

 John Finch Computers Clerk’s laptop 845.10 

 Broad Street DIY Allotment equipment 85.82 

 Chris Cooke Lengsthman duties 114.66 

 Smart Cut Playground checks 56.00 

DD British Gas Village Hall electricity 168.66 

 A Keane Flowers for Cllr M Addy 16.98 
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 Ferris Insurance excess 1000.00 

 HMRC PAYE final quarter 315.45 

 PATA Payroll 55.00 

  TOTAL 2657.67 

  
409 CONTRACT / TENDER REVIEW 
 
 409.1 LENGSTHMAN 
 
  It was resolved, in view of COVID restrictions, to extend the current contract by 12 months. 
 
 409.2 SMARTCUT AND WYCHBOLD FOOTBALL YOUTH TEAM 
 
  It was noted that the 2 year grass cutting contract was not due for renewal until 2022.  It was 

resolved to agree to the request by Smartcut to split the contract into 2 parts with different grass 
collection requirements for the football pitch and the remaining areas. 

 
 409.3 INSURANCE FOR RECRETIONAL AREA AND VILLAGE HALL 
 
  Issue deferred to April meeting.  Asset register to be compared to insurance schedule before 

renewal. 
 
 409.4 CALC MEMBERSHIP 
 
  Issue deferred to April meeting.   
 
 409.5 GAS BOILER SERVICE & LEGIONNAIRES TESTING FOR VILLAGE HALL 
 
  It was agreed that these would have to be undertaken before the hall could re-open 

(provisionally on 18 April) 
 
410 PLANNING 
 
 APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR CONSULTATION 
  

Reference Location Proposal Response 

21/00048/HP Wychbold: Council 
House, Worcester Road 

Erection of 2 storey side 
and rear extension 

Support the application 

 
[Cllr Smart left the meeting at 2115] 
 
411 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 
 
 It was resolved to exclude the press and public from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by way of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. 
 
414 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 6 April 2021 @ 19:30, to be held virtually via Zoom. 
 
The meeting closed at 2127. 
 


