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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
on Tuesday 8 June 2021 at 7.30pm at Wychbold Village Hall 

Members present: Cllrs A Keane, J Macdonald, R Addy, J-P Bradley, N Edge,  N O’Leary, 

C Smart, G Smart, and D Webb 

In attendance: WCC Cllr Tony Miller, Ombersley Division 
WDC Cllr Laurence Smith, Dodderhill Ward 
3 Members of the public in person 
38 Members of the public online 
Clerk, Tracy Bodley 

21/014 Apologies 

Apologies were received from M Addy, Cllrs J Walton, R Keane. 

21/015 Declarations of Interest: Councillors were reminded that to ensure transparency and 

retain public confidence in the council’s decisions they are required to - 

a) Keep their Register of Interests form up to date;

b) Declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and any Other Disclosable

Interests (ODI) in agenda items and the nature of those interests.

Cllr Minute Interest Reason 

Webb 21/022 (ii) Voucher 26 
and 21/022 (v) 

Other (Personal) Village Hall User 

A Keane 21/026 a) Planning 
Application 21/00938/HP 

Other (Personal) Knows the occupants. 

21/016 To consider any dispensations 

Following a declaration at minute 21/016, Cllr A Keane requested a dispensation. 

21/017 Open Session Participation to hear from: 

a) Members of the Public –

• A member of the public raised a question on the validity of some member co-
options given that the Co-Option Policy was under review at agenda item 21/019
g).

• A second member of the public raised concerns about how the parish council
was being run and highlighted the failings found in the AGAR as an example of
poor council management asking for the resignation of the Chair and some
council members in relation to the petition signed by 256 parishioners.

b) Supporting organisations – None present.

c) Worcestershire County Councillor – Tony Miller (Ombersley division)
Cllr Miller introduced himself as newly elected WCC for the Ombersley division stating
that he was not new to politics after serving 28 years.
In answer to those addressed as part of the public open session, Cllr Miller sated that
WCC has no governance on parish council matters and that any perceived wrong doing
should be reported through the WDC Monitoring Officer. He further stated that if any Cllr
has carried out a criminal offence then this would be a police matter, all other

RESOLVED:  the Cllr A Keane be granted dispensation for minute reference 21/026 

a) Planning Application 21/00938/HP.DRAFT



11 
 

circumstance could be considered under a breach of code of conduct which would be 
investigated by WDC. If upheld it would be reported to the press and the Parish Council 
could choose to sanction the Cllr to forfeit attendance of meetings for a set time period. 
Any matters relating to staffing are not covered under the code of conduct and should be 
addressed by the Council’s staffing committee. 
Matters relating to WCC were reported as follows: 
i) 75% of the Worcestershire adult population have received their first Covid 

vaccination, with 50% having received both doses. 21 June should not be 
considered as a set date for a full relaxation of covid restrictions and it will be 
reviewed on the basis of number of infections in response to numbers vaccinated 
and hospital admissions. 

ii) £700m has been spent in support throughout the covid crisis. 
iii) Cllr Miller is a lead member on the committee for coast and river flood defence 

which is investigating coastal defence following the flow of the River Severn and 
tributaries from Powys to where the river meets the Bristol channel. The 99 year 
project costing millions will assist in water retention with a new reservoir being 
created in Shrewsbury. 

iv) WCC are in development of a bottle deposit scheme which is not widely 
supported due to many members of the community not having vehicular means 
to return bottles in exchange for return of their deposit. 

v) Separate food waste collection was also reported as not successful and judged 
as an insufficient evidence base on reduction of the carbon footprint. 

vi) All black bin waste is incinerated producing energy to power 33 thousand homes. 
vii) Schools trips to the recycling centre have been re-introduced to educate children 

on the benefits of recycling. 
 
Cllr Miller was questioned on the unadopted roads on the Elmbridge Gardens Estate and he asked 
for details to be sent in an email. 
A question was posed on flooding on Chequers Lane during October 2020 with an explanation that 
blocked culverts may have been the cause of flash flooding. 

 
 

d) Wychavon District Councillor – Laurence Smith – Dodderhill Ward.  

Cllr Smith reported on the following: 
i) The ongoing misconduct investigation has concluded and currently being written 

into a full report. If any members are found to have breached the code of conduct, 
WDC powers are limited but it is understood by resolution of DPC that the final 
report will be made public. 
The petition with reference to the CGR (Community Governance Review) to 
determine abolition of DPC will not take place until the WDC boundary review is 
complete. WDC do not have powers to act in misconduct of parish councillors and 
do not have recourse to remove parish councillors from office. Members being 
elected or co-opted will remain so until 2023 and should those councillors believe 
they serve in the publics interest they cannot be forced to resign. 

ii)  Greyfort Properties Ltd have submitted outline plans for development at the 
Chateau Impney site, it is hoped that a site visit extended to Dodderhill Parish 
Council will welcomed. 

iii) Enforcement issue ENF210114 – Oil Pumping Station. An enforcement order 
resulting in the need for planning permission from activity involving siting of static 
caravans and a hut has been realised with timescales on application issued, 
however agricultural land housing chickens is permissible.  

 

21/018 To adopt previous minutes 

a) To approve adoption of the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held 5 May 

2021 

AGREED 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 05/05/2021 were approved as an 

accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
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21/019 Policy and Documents Review - All approved Policies will be uploaded onto the 

council’s website 
 

a) Risk Management Policy – It was reported that items a) to d) have been produced 

to support council decision making and demonstrate robust levels of internal 

control, to effectively manage its risk in relation to  finance, assets, personnel and 

holistically.  

b) Operation Risk Assessment  

c) Communications Risk Assessment  

d) Risk Assessment Matrix – It was questioned if the village hall had up to date risk 

assessments to include a current Electrical Certificate. The compliance of fire exit 

lighting was also questioned and the safety of hall users if it were identified that 

the electrics were non-compliant. 

e) Publication Scheme – It was stated that The Freedom of Information Act requires 

every public authority to have a publication scheme that needs to be published on 

its website.  

f) Complaints Policy – It was reported that the current Complaints Policy required 

updating, providing up to date information and expansion on different levels of 

complaint and what to do with complaints.  

g) Councillor Vacancies and Co-Option Procedure – Identification that the current 

Co-Option policy was not in accordance with The Local Elections (Parishes and 

Communities) Rules 2006 highlighted the requirement to approve the re-drafted 

document, however the Chair remarked that the change was made to the existing 

policy following a complaint that candidates were made to wait outside prior to 

being interviewed at a parish council meeting. It was therefore proposed that 

changes were made to the draft policy to hold interviews in private and bring 

recommendations to the parish council. The Clerk advised that the co-option of 

candidates should be discussed openly and by all council members and voted on 

accordingly and suggested that the re-draft include interview time slots as an 

alternative. 

Cllr Edge stated that there was a disparity on the application form asking if 

candidates had connection with certain businesses within the parish and not others 

and was asked to detail this in an email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

RESOLVED:  

a) That the Risk Management Policy be approved and signed by the 

Chair. 

b) That the Operation Rick Assessment be approved and signed by 

the Chair. 

c) That the Communications Risk Assessment be approved and 

signed by the Chair. 

d) That the Risk Assessment Matrix be approved and signed by the 

Chair. 

e) That the Publication Scheme be approved.  

f) That the Complaints Policy be approved and signed by the Chair. 

g) That the Councillor Vacancies and Co-Option Procedure  be 

redrafted and deferred to the next parish council meeting. 

 

DRAFT
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21/020 Annual Business 

a) Confirm insurance arrangements and adequacy of cover 
Members were provided in advance of the meeting renewal quotations from the 
Insurance provider and asked to consider approval of one of three options. 
The ongoing repair work was discussed and eliminated as not relevant to either 
renewal quotation. 
Cllr Edge enquired how much the final cost of the subsidence work had amounted to 
and it was reported that work had totalled £3,600. There was a query from the Chair 
that the insurance company was also required to pay back £600 of survey work 
conducted prior to insurance pay out during Autumn 2020, however this would require 
written substantiation prior to claim. 
Cllr Edge stated that as the cost of work including the survey totalled less than the 
excess of £5,000 the current insurance provider was stipulating, then in order to 
protect the public purse it would not be prudent to enter into renewal with them.  
Following a vote of 4 in favour of the cheapest quote for a 3-yr term with Hiscox and 
4 in favour of remaining with the current insurer, the highest quotation, the Chair took 
the casting vote. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

21/021 Chair’s Report – Submitted as an appendices, page 17. 

 

21/022 Clerk’s Report  

To be advised of any decisions taken under delegated powers since the last meeting 

and receive updates to ongoing matters, listing office communications since the 

previous council meeting. 
 

a) WDC Community 
Legacy Grant 
Application 
Notification 

It was reported that DPC had received notification on 7 May 
2021 that the Community Legacy Grant Application was 
unsuccessful with correspondence detailing that decision 
previously circulated to members. 

b) Lengthsman report  It was reported drainage issues had been reported to WCC 
on Astwood Lane. 

c) PCC Town and 
Parish Council 
Survey 

A survey for completion had been circulated to members with 
a request made to share their views. The deadline for 
completion is Wednesday 18 August. 

d) Bus Shelter – 
Worcester 
Rd/Chequers Lane 

Following a report at the APM of the broken bus shelter bench 
it was reported that the contractor had stated that it was badly 
infested with wood worm requiring stripping out the existing 
wood and replacing in its entirety. The Clerk reported that   
costings are awaited. In an effort to minimise cost members 
were requested to consider replacing the back seat only as 
opposed to the current configuration. 

RESOLVED:  the report be noted. 

 

RESOLVED:  the report be noted. 

 

RESOLVED:  

i) That the existing insurer Pen be awarded approval of the insurance 

renewal. 

ii) that a virement of £1204.78 be moved from reserves to the Insurance 

budget to accommodate the overspend.  

RESOLVED:  the report be noted. 

 

RESOLVED:  that the back seat would be replaced to minimise 

cost. 

 

DRAFT
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21/023 Finance  

(i) To approve the bills for payment.  
 

 
 

(ii) To note regular monthly payments for continuing statutory and/or contractual 
obligations in accordance with Financial Regulations 5.5b) and 5.6. Cllr Webb 
declared an interest in voucher no.26 as recorded at minute reference: 21/015 b) 

  
 
 

(iii) To note the April bank reconciliation and current financial position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(iv) To receive the monthly budget monitoring report. 

 

 

 

(v) To consider Hall Hire Charges in relation to absorbing the VAT element or 

charging VAT – Cllr Webb declared an interest as recorded at minute reference: 

21/015 b). 

Discussion took place regarding the ramifications between charging or 

absorbing VAT.  

It was reported that the council was required to register for VAT as HMRC 

consider that hall hire is a business-related activity, and the council is now 

making taxable supplies.  

It was stated that the current charges were £12 per hour and the impact if the 

council wishes to absorb VAT would reduce revenue to £10.00 per hour with a 

projected annual revenue loss of £2,000 per year.   

A question was raised if the council was hiring out the facility as one room as it 

was not made clear on the booking page of the website. It was confirmed that 

this was the case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(vi) To approve switching bank provider from HSBC to Unity Bank 

 

 

 

21/024 Committee, Working Party and Members’ reports on meetings attended 
 

a) South Worcestershire Traveller and Travelling Show people Site Allocation Plan – 
Preferred Options Briefing. A report was circulated from Cllr Edge and attached as 
an appendices, page 19. 

 
 
 

RESOLVED: that the list of June payments be approved. 

RESOLVED:  

a) that the vat element of hall hire charges be absorbed reducing the annual 

income of the council. 

b) that the new charge would be £10.00 per hour + VAT. 

RESOLVED: that the list of regular payments be noted. 

RESOLVED:  

a) that the April bank reconciliation be noted. 

b) that the May bank reconciliation as tabled prior to the meeting be 

approved. 

  

RESOLVED: that the monthly budget monitoring report be approved. 

RESOLVED: that this be deferred until the new Clerk was in post. 

DRAFT
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b) Correspondence received regarding traffic issues – Discussion over the required 
evidence base to support claims of speeding resulted in the proposal of 
collaborating with a neighbouring Parish Council to gather supportive data over a 
given timescale. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

c) To consider nominations for 2 non-voting members to join the Allotment Committee 
from the current tenants. 

 
 
 
 

21/025 Environment & Community Wellbeing 
a) Allotments 

i) Allotment gate request – An allotment holder requested for permission to install a 
gate at their own expense following work on the perimeter fence. 
 

 

ii) Allotment path at the top of the allotments – discussion took place regarding the 

necessity of scattering the surface with bark chippings due to the health and 

safety concerns with Cllr Edge stating that she had obtained costings more 

favourable than those reported with a bank of volunteers scattering the bark at no 

additional cost. 

 It was remarked that the source of the problem needed to be identified as 

scattering with bark may not solve the issue if there was a leak that needed to be 

addressed. 

 
 
 

 

21/026 Planning Applications 

a) Members’ response to the following consultations: 

BDC ref  Site Address Proposal 

21/00938/HP Kinglea Chequers Lane 
Wychbold Droitwich Spa 
WR9 7PG 

Demolition of existing garage, erection of 
single storey side and rear extension (part 
retrospective) 

Cllr A Keane declared an interest as detailed at minute reference 21/015 b) and also 
requested a dispensation as detailed at minute reference 21/016. 
 

DPC Recommendation: 
That a site visit is requested from the planning officers to ascertain if there is an existing 
extension with windows, as concerns are raised over privacy issues and proximity of the 
neighbouring property. It appears there is a disparity between satellite images and those 
provided within the planning application. 

21/01182/HP 

The Hayloft, Astwood Lane, 
Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, 
B60 4BB 

Single storey rear extension 

 

DPC Recommendation: 
No comment. 
 

  

RESOLVED:  

a) that the sending of letters be deferred. 

b) that the Lengthsman be asked to turn the speed camera around. 

RESOLVED: that allotment holders M Hill and R Morgan be appointed as non-

voting committee members. 

RESOLVED: that the request to install a gate by the allotment holder be approved. 

RESOLVED: that the source of water be identified reported back to council in order 

that it can reach an informed decision as to the solution.  

DRAFT
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21/027 Date and Venue of Next Meeting  

 Next Parish Council meeting will be Tuesday 12 July 2021, 7.30pm, venue of 

Wychbold Village Hall to be confirmed with Church availability to be ascertained 

should requests for attendance by members of the public require the need for a larger 

facility. 

  

 

The meeting ended at 21:39hrs 

 

 

 

Signed:……………………………………………………….    Date………………………... 

Chair, Dodderhill Parish Council          12/07/2021 

  

DRAFT
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Minute Reference 21/021  - Chair’s Report 

It has been a busy month and the AGAR is now with the External Auditor. 

The village hall repairs are underway and the roof now watertight. To avoid further cancellation 

of bookings the outstanding repairs will be done at a weekend when the hall is free. 

We are sad to announce the resignation of our Clerk, Tracy Bodley. We wish Tracy all the best 

for the future. No discussion will be entered into on this topic in an open council meeting. 

The staffing committee have arranged for an interim Clerk, and subject to full council approval 

it should be possible to facilitate a handover from Tracy hopefully before her final day on 

Thursday.  

 

Minute Reference 21/023 (i) To approve bills for payment. 

June 2021 Payments to approve 
     

Voucher Date Cheque 
No 

Description Supplier Net VAT Total 

25 08/06/2021 102534 Lengthsman Chris Cooke - Lengthsman 88.83 17.77 106.60 

27 08/06/2021 102535 Bookings Annual 
Subscription 

Starboard System - Scribe 348.00 69.60 417.60 

28 08/06/2021 102536 Smart Cut Ltd Grass Cutting 260.00 52.00 312.00 

29 08/06/2021 102536 Smart Cut Ltd Safety Check 40.00 8.00 48.00 

 

 

 

Minute Reference 21/023 (ii) To note regular monthly payments since previous meeting 

 

June 2021 Regular Monthly Payments to note 
    

Voucher Date Cheque No Description Supplier Net VAT Total 

22 28/05/2021 102531 Salary T Bodley 1,859.68 0.00 1,859.68 

23 28/05/2021 102532 Pension contribution Worcestershire Pension 
Fund 

753.54 0.00 753.54 

24 28/05/2021 102533 Pension contribution Worcestershire Pension 
Fund 

2.41 0.00 2.41 

36 09/06/2021 Direct Debit Village Hall - Gas EON 328.61 16.43 345.04 

 

  DRAFT
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Minute Reference 21/023 (iii) To note the April bank reconciliation and current financial position 

to follow on receipt of bank statements 

a) April Reconciliation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) May Reconciliation 
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Minute Reference 21/024 a) South Worcestershire Traveller and Travelling Show people Site 

Allocation Plan – Preferred Options Briefing 

Feedback on Consultation - Preferred Options for Traveller & Travelling Show people Site 

Allocations 

Update following the Zoom consultation for Parish Councils on 20/5/21, regarding preferred 

options for Traveller & Travelling Showpeople  site allocations, which form part of the South 

Worcestershire Development Plan. 

A Traveller and Travelling Showpeople  Plan is required by law to ensure equal access to services, 

e.g. education, and to help prevent unauthorised development. 

The number of sites, pitches and plots allocated is the minimum number to demonstrate that the 

accommodation needs of the Traveller community are being met, having been assessed against 

the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment October 2019 (GTAA).   

By 2033, 72 extra pitches and 9 plots need to be found, by creating new sites (close to towns or 

villages but not in green belt or areas of natural beauty), or by extending/intensifying existing 

sites.   Sustainability and proximity to facilities will be an important factor. 

N.B.    ‘Pitches’ are relevant to Travellers and ‘plots’ are relevant to Travelling Showpeople. 

The following are currently proposed: 
 
-  New site at Bretforton Road, Badsey (6 pitches) 
-  Welland Road, Upton-upon-Severn (3 extra pitches) 
-  Knowle Hill, Evesham (5 extra pitches) 
-  Village Street, Aldington (2 extra pitches) 
 
This leaves a shortfall, but additional sites may be approved in the future through the normal 

planning process, where applications will be judged on their suitability and in accordance with 

planning policies.    

The public consultation runs until 5th July 2021, and details can be found on Wychavon District 

Council’s website:   Consultations - South Worcestershire Development Plan 

(swdevelopmentplan.org)   

The Preferred Option, Response Form and the Site Assessment Background Report can also be 
viewed at the following locations in Wychavon during their normal opening hours: 
 
Pershore Library, Church St, Pershore, Worcestershire WR10 1DT 
Evesham Library, Oat St, Evesham, WR11 4PJ 
Droitwich Spa Library, Victoria Square, Droitwich Spa, WR9 8DQ 
Broadway Library, Leamington Road, Broadway, WR12 7DZ 
 

 

(Cllr Edge, 21/5/21) 
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